GRAY & LLOYD, L.L.P.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

The Executive Center
3120 N. Croatan Hwy., Ste. 101
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

www.grayandlloyd.com
altorneys@grayandlloyd.com
Phone (252) 441-4338

E. CROUSE GRAY, JR *
Fax (252) 441-8414

BENITA A. LLOYD**

*Superior Court Centified Mediator
**Certified Family Financial Mediator September 7, 2016

Mr. Wes Haskett

Town Planner/Code Enforcement Officer
Town of Southern Shores

5375 N. Virginia Dare Shores

Southern Shores, NC 27949

Re:  Akers Family, LLC
193 N. Dogwood Trail, Southern Shores, NC 27949

My File No. 12850-001

Dear Mr. Haskett:

Please accept this letter as a formal request for a formal opinion by you as Town Planner.
It is my understanding there is no specific form for a request for a formal opinion by the Town. As
such, as indicated, please accept this letter as a formal request for a formal interpretation as set forth

in Section 36-366(a)(2).

The specific issue we are requesting a formal interpretation is whether in fact a workshop
area contained on the first floor of the above-described property has already been calculated and
permitted as living space for the above premises.

In rendering your formal interpretation, we bring to your attention the following facts and
circumstances:

1. The original house plans stated areas of first floor of 3,970 square feet, second floor
of 2,138 square feet and tower of 202 square feet for a total square footage of 6,310 square feet.

2. The Certificate of Occupancy issued for the single family dwelling on October 11,

2007 stated that the size of the structure consisted of 6,360.56 square feet of living areaand 4.555.48
square feet of non-living area,

3. As is set forth on attached sheet prepared by Ralph D. Calfee, Engineer, in doing a
take off of the house first floor plan dated January 12, 2006, which was apparently the basis drawing
for the building permit, there is a total on the first floor of 4,027 square feet, which includes 217
square feet of work shop. The only way that the calculation would have given rise to a total square



footage of living area of 6,360.56 square feet pursuant to the certificate of occupancy would be that
it included the original 217 square feet as contained in the work shop that is contained on the first

floor.

4. Your Code defines the term “Habitable Floors and Stories (Living Space)” to mean
“Enclosed areas within a structure which are located below the top plate, and containing rooms or
areas which have been designed and constructed for human habitation.” There is no question that
the work shop is below the top plate and has been designed and constructed for human habitation.

If there is any further information or documentation we can provide to assist you in making
your interpretation that the work shop area contained on the first floor at 193 N. Dogwood Trail,
Southern Shores, has been calculated and permitted as living space for the above premises, please

advise.

With best wishes, [ am

Cordially yéurs,

?

E. Crouse Gray, Jr.

M

ECGjr:kmg

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Gregory Akers (via e-mail})
Mr. Ralph D. Calfee (via e-mail)
Mr. Ashley Belvin (via e-mail)
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